ASPHYXIA,

hours after death, is in itself sufficient to account for the
empty stato of the heart. For a very remarkable caso
of mistaken asphyxia, see Illustrative Case,, No. LV.

The "brain is generally found gorged and congested in The tola
cases of death by drowning; but this also is not the invari-
able rule, and Dr. Taylor points out that the same degree of
congestion is observed, not only in other cases of asphyxia^
but also in the inspection of bodies where death has pro-
ceeded from various causes unconnected with cerebral dis-
turbance.    In the case of adult females, Mr. Scmplo found
the cerebral vessels nearly empty  (Chevers).    In bodies
found drowned, the vertebrae of the neck are often fractured.
This may be the result of violence previous to immersion;
but Dr. Chevers speaks of two unmistakoablo cases which
came under his experience, in which soldiers taking 'headers'
in shallow water, struck the bottom and broko their necks.
To sum up, Taylor states that ''the internal appearances
upon which medical jurists chiefly rely as proofs of death from
drowning, are, first, water in the stomach; and, secondly^
water with a mucous froth in the air passages and lungs."
As regards water in the stomach, Dr. Chevers very rightly
points out that its presence may be due to the deceased
having drunk water shortly before he met his death.    If tho
water is salt, and the body is found in salt water, this would
not apply ; or, if tho water is of a peculiar kind, or contains
weeds of tho same kind as grow in the water where it was
found, the presumption would be almost irresistible that the
person had died Prom drowning.   In the case of a body found
in a well or tank of fresh water with only water in the
stomach of a moderate quantity, say one pint, it by no means
follows that death was caused by drowning.    Water in the
stomach, together with the mucous froth in the air passages
and lungs, scorns to be the only certain test; or, in the
absence of water in the stomach, the mucous froth alone
might bo sufficient to cause a very strong presumption.
The quantity of blood in the right ventricle of the heart
varies so much, fchat absolute reliance cannot be placed
upon any opinion formed from the absence or presence of